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Section 1

1. Compare and contrast the understandings of anarchy to be found
in two different IR theories. What are the consequences of these
understandings for the possibility of change in international

politics?

2. Why are some scholars turning to the concept of ‘geopolitics’ to
understand contemporary political dynamics? What are some of

the potential benefits and downsides of this development?

3. Is imperialism best understood as a consequence of capitalism or

the structure of the international system?

4. How does including an analysis of gender dynamics change how

war is understood?

5. Which is the most appropriate concept for the study of international

politics: system, society, or empire?

Section 2

1. What kind of disagreements are there among scholars of IR

regarding the nature and purpose of theorising? What do you think
the purpose of IR theory should be and why?



. Outline some key reasons why international politics requires its
own set of concepts and theoretical approaches. Do so with

reference to at least two theoretical approaches.

. What are the strengths and weaknesses of IR theories that stress

the importance of economic factors? Discuss at least two theories.

. Discuss one issue, event or process of contemporary international
politics with reference to at least two theories. In what ways might
the explanations or understandings provided by those theories

differ or agree on this topic?

. Is the field of IR theory as you've encountered it in this module
adequate for understanding international politics in the 215

century? Why or why not?



