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CRIT101 – Our Ultra Exemplar Course.

• In order to help staff make the transition from Original 
to Ultra and to understand what a good Ultra course 
might look like, we created an exemplar Ultra course 
called CRIT101 and enrolled all our staff on it.

• As Ultra has developed and progressed, we've updated 
CRIT101 to take account of new features.

• CRIT101 won an Anthology ECP award in 2023.



CRIT101 – Key Design Principles

1. Clear instructions.

2. Clear structure.

3. Accessible and inclusive.

4. Mobile friendly.

5. Plenty for students to do in the course.



1. Clear instructions
'About this module' includes:
• Welcome to CRIT101 – course 

tour video.
• Module guide - aims, learning 

objectives, assessment info.
• Module overview – snapshot of 

the module.
• How this course works – 

explanation of pedagogical 
strategy.

• + more.





1. Clear instructions
'Assessment and submission' 
includes:
• End of module assessment 

details – full details for 
students about the EMA, 
including an alternative 
‘choose your own brief’ 
assessment option.

• Assessment advice.
• Info about what to submit – 

range of possible options.
• Assessment marking rubric.



1. Clear instructions
Discussions / Journals
• Clear prompts / discussion 

questions.
• Due dates.
• Suggested word counts
• Marking rubrics.







2. Clear structure
Course structure
• Week-by-week structure, 

organised into learning 
modules.





2. Clear structure
Learning module structure
• Items within learning 

modules sequenced and 
numbered to aid clarity.





3. Accessible and inclusive
Course content
• All Ultra text content and 

uploaded documents can be 
customised and read aloud  
using Ally.

• All video content includes a 
transcript, so can be 
customised and read aloud 
using Ally.

• Xerte has its own 
accessibility tool.



3. Accessible and inclusive
Assessments: journals and discussions
• Assessments have been designed to be inclusive, with few 

restrictions placed on the particular format in which students 
are required to respond (text, audio, video).

• The journals and discussions tool allows students to create 
different types of response, including written, video, and audio, 
and this is flagged to students in the entry 'Your discussion and 
journal posts' in the 'About this module' section of the course.



3. Accessible and inclusive
Assessments: EMA
• The end of module assessment also places little restriction on 

what to submit for the assessment, which is explained to 
students in the 'End of module assessment details' item in the 
'Assessment and submission' area of the course.

• While there is a closed brief assessment option (the 'rubbish art 
assessment') students are also encouraged to propose an 
alternative assessment option that is more aligned with their 
own areas of interest.



4. Mobile friendly
By using the native Ultra 
tools, such as the Ultra 
documents, journals, and 
discussions, CRIT101 
functions very much like a 
responsive website, and will 
work well regardless of 
whether students are 
accessing the course on a 
laptop, tablet, or 
smartphone.





5. Plenty for students to do in the course
Stimulus materials 
• 11 Videos (weeks 1, & 3 – 10).
• 14 Short readings (weeks 2, 3, & 7 – 10).

Activities requiring a response / interaction
• 1 formative test (week 3).
• 3 interactive Xerte presentations with embedded quizzes and 

text response questions (weeks 1 – 3).
• 6 unassessed journals and discussions (weeks 1 – 3).
• 10 reflective activities (weeks 1 – 10).
• 14 assessed journals & post-first discussions (weeks 4 – 10).
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