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Students in the DLS have the option to take their degree scheme with an integrated year in industry, a year before their final year. The integrated year in industry version is offered across 22 degree schemes (from Agriculture to Zoology) and spans the broad work related sectors of Agriculture, Conservation, Industrial (Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology) and Academic Research – which can be linked to animal, plant or human health and wellbeing.  
The scheme has evolved over the past 5 years with support at the faculty level and across the university including strong collaborations with the Careers Department and Global Opportunities. Students are at the centre of the scheme and the student voice informs change as well as inspiring the next cohort of students to pursue work opportunities. In addition, external collaboration, with academic partners and employers is sought out and valued.   
In this presentation I will explore where our students are going out on placement and consider the challenges related to specific sectors. I will highlight the strategies we have put in place to support our students on the scheme, including peer to peer support, and discuss the initiatives we have implemented to maximise opportunities within the most competitive of environments.
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