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*  Queering our analysis
* Interdisciplinarity
«  Primary/secondary sources
* Memory/history
*  "One objective truth”(valued knowledge)

Aperture
* No 235 Orlando- On gender fluidity

The Yoruba culture: Decolonial histories/herstories

*  Solimar's 'Yemaya y Ochun Queering the Vernacular Logics of the

Waters'
-
M “ Figure 1. Poster of the play 'History is so Gay' 2010. Source: katdonav/»ﬁss Pirates History is so Goy 20056. 28 June
- TheM f Sant : ,
e U S I C O a n e rl a 2010. Photo. From the visual archive of queer organizir » Montreal, 2005-2010° -
Flickr. Https://www flickr.com/photos/fireeyedgiri/albums/72157624380494046/.
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Aperture

REVISED EDITION

TRANSGENDER
HISTORY

THE ROOTS OF TODAY'S REVOLUTION

SUSAN STRYKER

Zackary
Drucker

Susan Stryker

All photographs Rosalgne,
2019, for Aperture
Courtesy theartist and Luis
De Jesus, Los Angeles

Pages 128-29:
Photographs from the
collection of Rosalyne
Blumenstein, New York,
ca. 1977-82

Courtesy Rosalyne
Blumenstein LCSW

Aperture / No. 235, Summer...

No. 235, Summer 2019, Orlando

Aperture
Published by: Aperture Foundation, Inc.
https:/fwww.jstor.org /stable/e26668549
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Aperture is required reading for everyone seriously interested in photography. Founded in 1952, each issue
examines one theme explored in two distinct sections: Words, focused on the best writing surrounding
contemporary photography, and Pictures, featuring immersive portfolios and artist projects.

All Issues

PUBLISHED BY
Aperture Foundation, Inc.
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Yemoja: A
decolonial history

* Interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary

« Ed. By Solimar Otero (Folklorist and
ethnomusicologist) and Toyin Falola
(Historian of Africa and African diasporas)

*  Yemoja (Yemayad, lemanja, Janaina) deity in
Yoruba-based Afro-Latin American cultures

Connected with other deities as Olokun and
Oshun

*  Queen of the sea. Mother. ‘'Marimacho’. Lover
of Gods and Goddesses.



Yemaya and Ochuin

Based on Lydia Cabrera’s "Yemaya and ochun:
Kariocha, lyalorichas y Olorichas’

Informed by fieldwork and oral history (e.g.
Interview to priestesses of Ochun, Claudina Abreo
Cabrera and Mercedes Zamora Albuquerque).

Explores the vernacular relationship and fluidity
(and boundaries) between Yoruba goddesses of
salty/sweet water and their meaning for ‘Las hijas
de las dos aguas’.

How it shapes ideas of gender, race, nation,
embodiment. (Yemaya-marimacho, Ochun-mulata)

Formulates creative methodologies to study
syncretic Afro-Latin American religions
*  'Chisme’

«  Performance

*  Participatory listening (dialogue)
* Translation Image: by chatapin in pinterest.co.uk/pin/114771490493404445/



“Like with rituals of spirit possession, we find that it takes multiple

sets of ears to decipher the variegated voices embedded in Cabrera’s
Yemayd y Ochun. Some hear the nostalgic voice of a prerevolutionary
Cuba; others hear the gossip of the gods themselves; and still others
hear the loud, converging sound of an animated conversation written in
a Cuban vernacular. Yet, in all these instances, whether reading Cabrera’s
text or deciphering the message of a mounted Yemaya or Ochun, a bit
of translation as a creative process within itself is required. That is, both
Cabrera and Afro-Cuban religious discourses invoke a kind of active,
participatory listening that reorders our sensibilities toward both ritual
and text.” (Otero)

Otero, Solimar. Yemoja : Gender, Sexuality, and Creativity in the Latina/o and
Afro-Atlantic Diasporas. Ed. by Toyin Falola. 1st ed. Albany: SUNY Press, 2013.
Print.
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