
Decolonising 
History

.

The case of Module 
HY12420 Europe and 
the world, 1000-2000

Dr Diana Valencia-Duarte

div5@aber.ac.uk
Lecturer in the History of the Global South

Department of History and Welsh History

‘The Creation of God’ (2017) by Harmonia Rosales

mailto:div5@aber.ac.uk


Contents • Part 1. Context
• Decolonising and decoloniality
• Decolonising what?
• Decolonising history: the Race, Ethnicity & 

Equality in UK History report
• The case of the History and Welsh history in 

Aberystwyth
• Diversification of modules offer in our curriculum

• Part 2. Review of existing modules: The case of 
Module HY12420 Europe and the world, 1000-
2000

1. Existing good practices
2. Shifting perspectives:  our reading list
3. Challenging our language
4. Adapting our content
5. Updating our marking criteria
6. Students' involvement

• Last thought: Potential lecturer-student 
partnership?



Decolonising and decoloniality

• Dismantling forms of coloniality: ‘colonial legacies’ based on a Eurocentric 
(Western) system of knowledge

• Act of creation: decolonial curriculums, pedagogies

* Latin-American Modernity/Coloniality framework 

exploitation/control/ domination of the ‘othered’Coloniality of power 

• Colonial difference and global coloniality

negation of other epistemologiesColoniality of knowledge 

• Coloniality of nature → nature/culture divide, nature as resource

→ prejudice, discrimination, racismColoniality of being 

• Coloniality of gender



Decolonising 
what?

• Education?
• University?
• Discipline?
• Department?
• Research?
• Curriculum?
• Module?
• Pedagogy?
• Our lives?
• Our selves?

In March 2016, students at Oxford University called for the removal of a statue of Cecil Rhodes and 
for education to be decolonised. Photograph: DAVID HARTLEY/REX/Shutterstock (theguardian.com)
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Decolonising history: the Race, Ethnicity & Equality in UK History report

• 2018 Royal Historical Society (RHS)
• Update 27 June 2024

2018 2024

• Historical & Philosophical Studies (H&PS) undergraduate 
student cohorts overwhelmingly White. BME students 11.3% 
(while overall UK undergraduate population 23.9%)

• BME in H&PS at PG level 8.6% (16.8% of all UK postgraduate 
research students)

• History academic staff are less diverse than H&PS student 
cohorts (93.7% History staff from White backgrounds, and 
only 0.5% Black, 2.2% Asian and 1.6% Mixed)

• Discrimination or abuse based on race or ethnicity 
witnessed by 18.8% of all respondents to the RHS survey. 
29.8% of BME respondents had directly experienced such 
discrimination or abuse.

• increase percentage share of enrolments – UG, PG– for BME 
UK-domiciled students

• a decline in the BME awarding gap for a First-Class degree UG 
• highest rates of increase for BME student enrolment at first-

degree undergraduate level, and the lowest rates of increase 
at postgraduate (research) degree level.

• The percentage of BME students remains lowest for PGR
• modest increase in the percentage share of BME academic 

History staff teaching at UK universities
• recruitment of non-UK national historians for changes in the 

percentage share of all BME academic History staff
• slow growth in the number of UK-national BME historians 

achieving academic jobs in higher education
• creation of new, dedicated lectureships in, among other 

subject areas, Black British and British Asian History. These 
new posts are concentrated in Russell Group institutions 
while other universities, serving diverse communities, have

been unable to make appointments or have seen reversals to 
existing programmes



History and Welsh history 



Diversification of modules offer in our curriculum 
(last 2-3 years)



Review of existing modules: The case of Module 
HY12420 Europe and the world, 1000-2000 
1. Existing good practices:
 
TALK, de-centralising contents, promoting critical thinking (essay questions), 
questioning the role of European powers in modern empires and colonies in 
contrast with medieval relations, share resources. 



1. Harshad Keval, “Navigating the ‘Decolonising’ process: Avoiding 
pitfalls and some Do’s and Don’t’s ” – Link 

2. University of Birmingham Decolonising the Curriculum Toolkit – 
Link 

3. Gurminder K Bhambra (2014), “Postcolonial and decolonial 
dialogues”, Postcolonial Studies 17, 115-121 – Link

4. Walter D. Mignolo (2017), “Coloniality is Far from Over, and So 
Must be Decoloniality” Afterall 43, 38-45 – Link

• Dr Sowande’ Mustakeem, ‘#TheHistorySoundtable: 40 Recent Black 
Female Authored History Books’, Medium, 2016 
https://medium.com/@drmustakeem/thehistorysoundtable-40-
recent-black-female-authored-history-books-efcb0887e729.

• Keisha N. Blain, ‘#TheHistorySoundtable III: Recent History Books by 
Black Women - AAIHS’, 2017 
<https://www.aaihs.org/thehistorysoundtable-iii-recent-history-
books-by-black-women/>

• Keisha N. Blain, ‘#TheHistorySoundtable III: Recent History Books by 
Black Women - AAIHS’, 2017 
https://www.aaihs.org/thehistorysoundtable-iii-recent-history-books-
by-black-women/

• Pero Gaglo Dagbovie, ‘Black Women Historians from the Late 19th 
Century to the Dawning of the Civil Rights Movement’, The Journal of 
African American History, 89.3 (2004), 241–61 
<https://doi.org/10.2307/4134077>.

• March 24 and others, ‘African American Women Are History Makers. 
Here’s a List of Must-Reads! - Women’s Media Center’ 
<https://womensmediacenter.com/news-features/african-american-
women-are-history-makers-heres-a-list-of-must-reads>

• ‘History’, Association of Black Women Historians, 2018 
<https://abwh.org/history/history/>

https://archive.discoversociety.org/2019/02/06/navigating-the-decolonising-process-avoiding-pitfalls-and-some-dos-and-donts/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/education/research/projects/decolonising-the-curriculum.aspx
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13688790.2014.966414
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/692552
https://medium.com/@drmustakeem/thehistorysoundtable-40-recent-black-female-authored-history-books-efcb0887e729
https://medium.com/@drmustakeem/thehistorysoundtable-40-recent-black-female-authored-history-books-efcb0887e729
https://www.aaihs.org/thehistorysoundtable-iii-recent-history-books-by-black-women/
https://www.aaihs.org/thehistorysoundtable-iii-recent-history-books-by-black-women/
https://www.aaihs.org/thehistorysoundtable-iii-recent-history-books-by-black-women/
https://www.aaihs.org/thehistorysoundtable-iii-recent-history-books-by-black-women/
https://doi.org/10.2307/4134077
https://womensmediacenter.com/news-features/african-american-women-are-history-makers-heres-a-list-of-must-reads
https://womensmediacenter.com/news-features/african-american-women-are-history-makers-heres-a-list-of-must-reads
https://abwh.org/history/history/


2. Shifting perspectives: Analysis of our reading list 2023
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3. Challenging our language (another way to shift the perspective)



3. Challenging our language - examples



4. Adapting our content



5. Updating our marking criteria



6. Students’ involvement

‘The Creation of God’ (2017) by Harmonia Rosales



• Key: involving students in our endeavour. 
Challenging the authority of the teacher 
in the classroom “puts our money where 
the mouth is.”

‘Crisis game: The Conquistadors in the New World’ (2024) This activity 
was co-facilitated by two lecturers and one of our students.
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6. Students’ involvement

Challenges
• Colleagues' participation
• Resources
• Students’ expectations



Last thought: Potential lecturer-student 
partnership?

Proposed next steps:

1) Refining Intended Learning Outcomes ILOs and improving the 
structure of our activities (lectures and seminars)

2) Diversifying assignments in creative ways (as much as possible)
3) Strengthening the lecturers-students collaboration. 



To start a Q&A

Proposed next steps:

1) Refining Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs and improving the 
structure of our activities (lectures and seminars) 

2) Diversifying assignments in creative ways (as much as possible)
3) Strengthening the lecturers-students collaboration. 

• Could these be formulated using 
a ‘Students as Partners SaP’ 
approach?

• Challenges?
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