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These research findings are the result of my own independent research, except where otherwise stated. Where joint publications are included, signed statements from all of the named authors are provided, to confirm my input to the work. 

Where generative artificial intelligence, correction services or any other writing, proof-reading or editing assistance has been used in producing the written thesis, a statement on the extent and nature of the assistance has been provided. I understand that my ability to produce a written report on my research findings will be assessed in the examination.  

Other sources are acknowledged through explicit references in the text or in footnotes. A bibliography is appended.
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