
Green Criminology

Dr Lowri Cunnington Wynn
Department of Law and Criminology Aberystwyth University



Green Criminology

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A very warm welcome to you all to this Webinar, and it’s been great to have this opportunity to present to you during such interesting times

My name is Dr Lowri Cunnington Wynn, and I'm a Welsh medium lecturer in Criminology at Aberystwyth University

Can I ask how many of you are currently studying Criminology?

How many of you study Sociology?




What is Criminology?
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What is Criminology:

Criminology is the study of crime and deviant behavior. Criminology is an interdisciplinary field in the behavioral and social sciences, drawing primarily on the research of sociologists, psychologists, philosophers, psychiatrists, biologists, social anthropologists, as well as law scholars.

So, you don't have to have studied Criminology before - it's multidisciplinary, that is it covers and covers a lot of different subjects

What is Criminology:




Green Criminology

• Crimes: What crime or harm is caused against the environment, and 
how?

• Criminals: Who commits crimes against the environment, and why?

• Victims: Who suffers from environmental damage, and how?
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Concerns about the environment, whether its concerns about the natural resources or the future of particular species, have become increasingly acute in recent decades. 

Younger generations, seem to be clued in to the reality that there are indeed climate solutions to this global problem. "The climate crisis has already been solved. We already have all the facts and solutions. All we have to do is to wake up and change,” said Nobel Prize nominee Greta Thunberg in her 2018 TED talk.

While you are marching for a future you want, the endless debating over the different technologies needed to halt rising temperatures delay the necessary change. Climate solutions already exist and are scaling. There is no technology or economic barrier; rather, it is a lack of will and leadership to move farther and faster than the future of upcoming generations demand.

Recently and perhaps a little late, criminologists have taken an interest in many different green issues. 

Green Criminology is therefore the analysis of environmental harm from a criminological perspective, or the use of criminological research to analyse environmental issues. 

As is evident in other aspects of Criminology, this means thinking about: SCREEN
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It also seeks to respond to environmental crime by considering how to police, punish and prevent these crimes. In addition, and perhaps more theoretically, Green Criminology is interested in the social, economic and political conditions that lead to environmental crime. 

At a philosophical level it is concerned with what types of harm should be considered 'crimes' and therefore what harm is of interest to Green Criminology.



What is Green Crime?

Green Crime refers to crimes 
committed against the 

environment. Green crime is 
the focus of Green 

Criminologists
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There are plenty of green crimes that are no doubt criminal; illegal corruption; breaking laws relating to cruelty to animals or protecting wildlife, etc .;

But there are other activities that are legal, but which significantly harm the environment: e.g. legal logging activity in rainforests. Recent reports evidence that 20 percent of the Amazon rainforest is already gone, and much more is severely threatened as the destruction continues. It is estimated that the Amazon alone is vanishing at a rate of 20,000 square miles a year. If nothing is done to curb this trend, the entire Amazon could well be gone within fifty years.

So, if it is not considered a crime, Criminologists question if it falls into the broad category of 'harm,' a concept that is becoming increasingly discussed by Criminologists. 

The perspective was established in the 1990s with scholars such as Piers Beirne (2007) Michael Lynch (1999) and Nigel South (1998) among others.
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‘I have already discussed that Green Criminology is multidisciplinary and consequently has no distinct theory of its own or any particular theoretical approach. Much of the green criminological literature is qualitative and descriptive, and in general those studies have offered no unique or unified theory.



What is Globalization and how has it allowed 
certain types of crime to flourish?

◦ Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness of societies: what happens in one locality is 
shaped by distant events & visa versa 

(Jeffrey, 2002: n.p)

Globalization - the spread of new technology; the influence of mass media, cheap air travel and the 
deregulation of financial markets and so on

Globalization and crime are linked in several ways

Increase the coordination of crime across national boundaries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Crimes against the environment, or nature, are closely linked to issues of globalization and risk. In our modern world, it has been argued that there are a number of 'risks,' and many of these risks, which are a human product rather than a product of the natural world, have a negative impact on the climate. Beck (1992) argues that many of the advances in knowledge and the creation of new technologies, are now threatening our well-being. We produce a risk that has the potential to be devastating

While globalization probably helps create more wealth in developing countries - it doesn't help close the gap between the world's poorest and richest countries.



Globalization creates…..

• New opportunities for crime,

• New ways of offending

• New crime - cyber-crime

• ‘There is a global criminal economy worth over £1 trillion per annum’ (Castells, 
1998)

• Includes both: Demand side (wanting the 'goods') alongside supply (providing the 
'goods', for example the drug trade)
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Although green criminologists are interested in harms against the environment, there are two distinct green perceptions of harm: anthropocentric and ecological harm (these ideas were explored by White, 2008).



COVID 19
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It differentiates 

Manufactured Risks and External Risks

External Risks are associated with traditional and 'nature' societies such as disease and crop damage for example. It is argued that the consequences of human action include new sources of risk, namely Generated Risks and as our understanding of Science increases, so does the uncertainty of life on earth. Giddens (1990) also agrees with Beck's (1992) work by arguing that the 'risk profile of modernity' has changed and that this risk is now global.



Harm Vs Crime
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It is not easy to define exactly what a green crime is, as many acts that have a devastating impact on the world are not officially considered a crime. As a result, Green Criminologists tend to think in terms of environmental harm. Halsey and White (1998) identify three basic concepts to this relationship. These are:



ANTHROPOCENTRIC Harm
ECOCENTRIC Harm
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Anthropocentric harm: considers harm to the environment from the perspective of humanity. For example, pollution is a problem because it damages human water supply or causes diseases that are expensive to ddefeat; climate change is a problem because of its impact on people and the economic cost. An anthropocentric perspective is human‐centered, emphasizing “the biological, mental and moral superiority of humans over other living and non‐living entities”

Ecocentric Harm: Does not differentiate between humans and the rest of the ecosystem; It regards damage to any aspect of the environment as damage to the whole system. Therefore, crimes such as animal cruelty or habitat destruction are green crimes, even if there is no human cost. An ecocentric perspective “refuses to place humanity either above or below the rest of nature” 

BICENTRIC HARM:  “views humans as simply ‘another species’ to be attributed the same moral worth” as organisms such as birds, whales and wolves 

Within the perspectives of Green Criminology and ecological justice, there is an assertion that justice systems need to do more than consider anthropocentric notions of solitary criminal justice, they should also consider how justice systems can provide protection for the environment and other species. These arguments are by no means settled, but there is a growing consensus that limiting investigation to issues labeled 'criminal' is not a satisfactory basis for pursuing the green agenda (Nurse 2017).



Wildlife Trading



◦ “Any environmental related crime that involves the illegal trade, smuggling, poaching capture or collection 
of endangered species, protected wildlife (including animals and plants) derivatives or products thereof” 

(CITIES, n.d)

Live animals and plants; dead animals or unprocessed parts (e.g. bones, tusks); dead plants or parts (eg
dried flowers, roots) and processed or worked parts (e.g ivory ornaments)

Varying estimates of monetary value - about $ 25 billion a year. The East Asian ivory market alone estimated 
it to be worth US $ 62 million p.a. (UNODC, 2010)

Some suggest: 4th largest global illegal trade after drugs, people and counterfeit products

Others: it is second only to the illicit drug trade (Zimmerman, 2005) and profitable and low risk.

Dealing in Wildlife



◦ The UK is the source, transport and often the final country for those seeking to benefit from this crime

◦ Native, wild protected species such as birds of prey, eels, deer, or parts of their body, are illegally 
exported from the UK to meet demand for luxury items in the Middle East and Asia

◦ 2012-2013: 'UK Border Force' caught: live turtles, serval cats and products made of crocodile and 
alligator skins, monkey blood, lion's brain and spinal cord, whale's liver, tiger bone, leopard bone, bear 
bile, rhino horn, pangolin, seagrass and between July-September 228 items of ivory.

Where does the UK fit in this Global crime?





• Demand for wildlife products comes from many different consumer groups - in some cases it is influenced by 
culture.

• Medicinal products: Perceived medicinal value, such as cancer treatment, that drives demand.

• Consumer goods: Social status drives demand. A collection of arts and crafts, jewelery and antiques, including 
ivory carvings, has become fashionable and the price of those items has increased significantly.

• Also opportunistic - driven by desire to possess exotic pets, hunting trophies and rare species

• Drivers of Demand
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MONEY!

Poaching tends to thrive in places where 'corruption' is rampant; weak government power; present poverty - few alternative economic opportunities = Corruption

Facilitating transactions between supply, shipment and demand countries.

Criminal organizations and exporters have huge sums of money to pay keepers, officers and police officers to:

Receive fake documents certifying the legal origin and make sure the product is not stopped at the borders



Is Wildlife Crime an Anthropocentric or Ecocentric
Harm?

www.menti.com
Code: 36 65 86 9
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ECOCENTRIC

QUESTION: WHY DO PEOPLE TRADE WILDLIFE?

http://www.menti.com/


Primary Green Crime
Secondary Green Crime
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Can you think of Primary and Secondary Green crime?

PRIMARY: Offenses that are committed directly against or cause harm to the environment, eg: Corruption Animal cruelty Deforestation

SECONDARY: Further offenses arising from exchange rules relating to the environment, eg:

Violence against environmental groups (eg French attack on Greenpeace ship, the Rainbow Warrior)
Bribery / organized crime to circumvent environmental regulations



What Kind of Green Crime is this?

www.menti.com
76 57 22 8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHnlnlm
QGjg
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Secndary

http://www.menti.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHnlnlmQGjg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDhNORiTtOU
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There have been a large number of protests in the UK and around the world by individuals involved in Extinction Rebellion or XR

People who are actively involved in the protests are trying to bring more attention to the issues related to climate change.

Extinction Rebellion is a non-political network whose primary aim is to persuade governments to act urgently on the climate and ecological crisis. Their main tactic is peaceful, non-violent action.

They have three main aims:

Tell the truth - The Government must tell the truth by declaring a climate and ecological crisis, working with other organizations to communicate the urgency for change.

Act Now - The Government must act now to halt the loss of biodiversity and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to zero net by 2025.
Beyond Politics - Government must create and be guided by Citizen Assembly decisions on climate and ecological justice.

Last tactics in London have involved a range of different disruptive actions such as blocking bridges, people transporting themselves to selected targets and dying. , with the usual debates, street theatrics, music, and cook-ins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDhNORiTtOU


Who are the Criminals?
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On green criminology - some of the protesters' actions are illegal - criminal and public order offenses for example, but they would claim that the 'real criminals' are governments worldwide for failing to act on change in the climate



• "We have a shared vision of change—creating a world that is fit for generations to come.

• We set our mission on what is necessary—mobilising 3.5% of the population to achieve system 
change by using ideas such as "momentum-driven organising" to achieve this.

• We need a regenerative culture—creating a culture that is healthy, resilient, and adaptable.

• We openly challenge ourselves and this toxic system, leaving our comfort zones to take action for 
change.

• We value reflecting and learning, following a cycle of action, reflection, learning, and planning for 
more action (learning from other movements and contexts as well as our own experiences).

• We welcome everyone and every part of everyone—working actively to create safer and more 
accessible spaces.

• We actively mitigate for power—breaking down hierarchies of power for more equitable 
participation.

• We avoid blaming and shaming—we live in a toxic system, but no one individual is to blame.

• We are a non-violent network using non-violent strategy and tactics as the most effective way to 
bring about change.

• We are based on autonomy and decentralisation—we collectively create the structures we need to 
challenge power. Anyone who follows these core principles and values can take action in the name 
of Extinction Rebellion."



At the heart of capitalism is a vast and scarcely examined assumption: 
you are entitled to as great a share of the world’s resources as your 

money can buy. You can purchase as much land, as much atmospheric 
space, as many minerals, as much meat and fish as you can afford, 

regardless of who might be deprived. If you can pay for them, you can 
own entire mountain ranges and fertile plains. You can burn as much 
fuel as you like. Every pound or dollar secures a certain right over the 

world’s natural wealth.
George Monbiot

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/15/capitalis
m-destroying-earth-human-right-climate-strike-children

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/15/capitalism-destroying-earth-human-right-climate-strike-children


Green Collar Crime
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Green collar crime is a crime committed against nature. This term may refer to actual offenses, in the sense that the act is illegal by the law of the country, or a moral offense that may not be unlawful.

WHY IS IT CALLED IN A GREEN COLOR CRIME?

One of the more neglected areas of research in criminology is the crimes committed by 'white collar' criminals. An even more underdeveloped area is the corporate crimes committed against the for-profit environment
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Within Green Criminology, the climate emergency may also make us think about climate refugees

There are many different definitions of the term “climate refugee,” however, it is worth noting that there is no single official definition. Neither the United Nations nor any international agency working with refugees or climate change recognize any specific definition. However, it has been suggested that it includes individuals who have had to leave their home as a result of the effects of climate change (Boana et al 2008).



"Environmental migrants are persons or groups of persons who, for 
compelling reasons of sudden or progressive changes in the environment 
that adversely affect their lives or living conditions, are obliged to leave 

their habitual homes, or choose to do so, either temporarily or 
permanently, and who move either within their country or abroad."

Lester Brown (1976) The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lester_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Organization_for_Migration
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There is a danger that we consider climate change and even climate refugees as abstract concepts, that is, they are not realities that are likely to affect Wales. Ironically, residents in Wales are likely to be the UK's first climate refugee. 

In the far west of Wales, a little too close to the sea, lies a small village called Fairbourne. It’s being called the first place in the UK to be lost to climate change, as rising sea levels and extreme weather become too much to defend it from.

Recent events in Fairbourne near Dolgellau, endanger the village and its inhabitants. In 2014, a Shoreline Management Plan was published which estimated that it would not be sustainable to maintain flood defenses in the village after a forty year period, when sea levels are predicted to rise by 0.5m.
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This has created uncertainty in the community, with financial and emotional concerns affecting the residents facing the climate crisis and its effects. The argument is that Fairbourne residents will be the UK's first Refugees.

This will not be the last village to face this fate. Sea levels across the UK have risen by 15.4cm since 1900, and the Met Office expects them to rise by as much as 1.12m by 2100, putting communities at risk from coastal flood plains and on sea cliffs, which are found around the east coast and southern England. West Wales and the North West of England are also vulnerable. Even if world governments manage to reverse rising emissions in line with their Paris / Paris Climate Agreement commitments, sea levels are expected to rise for centuries, as global temperatures rise and the oceans rise warm up.



Evaluating Green 
Criminology • As it focuses on social 

harm rather than law - it 
is very difficult to define.

• So it can be based on 
morality and that can be 
complicated
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By simply focusing on "harm" the activity that might fall under Criminological investigations is almost endless. Furthermore, the question of whether the harm is political and moral rather than empirical, raises a number of other questions. For example, while all Green Criminologists might decide to include animal cruelty in their definition of crime, some would include all meat production or even meat consumption, while others would consider this behavior to be perfectly normal and acceptable. If sociologists cannot agree on what constitutes a green crime or not a green crime, then it is unlikely that each other's conclusions will be useful.

However, Green Criminology's links to other criminological concerns such as rural and organized crime, white-collar and corporate crime, social and situational crime prevention and victimization - are strong.




ECOCIDE

ECOCIDE describes attempts to criminalize 
human activities that cause extensive damage to, 
destruction or loss of ecosystems; and which 
reduces the health and welfare of species in 
these ecosystems including humans
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The term ‘ecocide’ has been around since the 1970s when it was first recorded at the Conference on War and National Responsibility in Washington.  From the 1970s onwards many academics and legal scholars argued for the criminalisation of ecocide and debated the elements required for such an international crime.

Ecocide is a crime against the Earth itself, not just against humans. It covers the direct damage caused to the Earth’s land, sea and river systems, the flora and fauna within the affected ecosystems, as well the resultant impact on the climate.

Ecocide has adverse impacts on many levels. The harm is not always just environmental; it can be cultural and emotional as well and affect communities at a deep level, especially when a way of life is profoundly and/or practically connected to the affected ecosystem.

Put simply, there is no international legally binding duty of care towards the Earth.



ABERYSTWYTH.UNIABERYSTWYTH.UNI ABERYSTWYTHUNI ABERUNI

Online Open Day 2020
Wednesday 25th of November



Any Questions?
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